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Division 16: Mid West Development Commission, $1 511 000 - 
The CHAIRMAN:  Division 16, the question is, in respect to division 16 appropriation be recommended.  
Leader of the National Party? 

Mr TRENORDEN:  Mr Chairman, thank you.  Parliamentary Secretary, in the appropriation report estimates on 
page 298 there is a steady reduction in the amount allowed for the mid west section.  I gather it is mid west 
there? 

Mr LOGAN:  Yes. 

Mr TRENORDEN:  Why has it gone from $3.18 million to $1.481 million? 

Mr LOGAN:  Member for Avon, that reason for the reduction in that line item from $3.1 million to $1.4 million 
is because the $3.1 million - that is, if you go right back to 1999, the actual figures - what was $7.2 million was 
part of a process for the construction of capital costs for the construction of the Geraldton Museum.  That has 
now come to a conclusion and that budget estimate amount has gone back to what it would normally be which is 
$1.4 million. 

Mr TRENORDEN:  Mr Chairman, why does it decline in future years?  It goes down next year and then slightly 
up for the next couple of years. 

Mr LOGAN:  That is part of the priority assurance dividend cuts that have occurred and that is the reason why it 
drops down from $1.48 million to $1.225 million and stabilises.  It actually increases from there, up, member for 
Avon. 
Mr TRENORDEN:  Mr Chairman, could I ask a further question?  I do not want to cut in on anyone else. 
The CHAIRMAN:  Leader of the National Party, continue.  Yes. 
Mr TRENORDEN:  In these forward estimates will there be any reduction of FTEs and if not, what gets cut?  
What is it?  $160 000 worth of expenditure. 

Mr LOGAN:  The advice that I have received, member for Avon - because we do not have the CEO of the 
Mid West Development Commission with us today, who can probably give you that information in detail, 
because apparently he is held up trying to get on a plane from Geraldton to here - is that there will be no impact 
on both staffing or the delivery of services from the Mid West Development Commission as a result of those 
priority assurance dividend sales. 
Mr TRENORDEN:  So if you reduce the budget by a further $1.225 million, it will be even further - no cut.  
That is a ridiculous answer, Parliamentary Secretary.  Reduction of allocation must mean something has to 
happen.  I know he is not here so I just request you to supply that in supplementary information. 
Mr LOGAN:  I will provide that as a supplementary question to you but if you look at it, the savings there are in 
the region of $200 000 or less. 

Mr TRENORDEN:  That could be two persons or one-half person. 

Mr BRADSHAW:  Yes, but if you look at the forward estimates, though, where they virtually stay the same after 
this year, it certainly will mean cuts in either services or in FTEs. 

Mr LOGAN:  My understanding is that those dividend savings have been arrived at through cutbacks and 
expenditure on travel, advertising and consultancy and that basically adds up those - there is no statement or 
advice given to me by the CEO of the Mid West Development Commission that there will be cutbacks in staffing 
or FTEs. 

Mr BRADSHAW:  Currently how many FTEs are there in the Mid West Development Commission? 

Mr LOGAN:  I cannot give you those figures. 

Mr BRADSHAW:  Why don't they put those figures in the Budget Statements like they used to do?  In the old 
days they used to put in FTE numbers. 

Mr OMODEI:  Parliamentary Secretary, what is the status of the industry development unit?  I notice on 
page 301, the third dot point - please excuse me for my voice, I am just a bit croaky - that the industry 
development unit during 2000-01 promoted the capabilities of the Mid West Development businesses and 
contractors and talks about their capacity to service the Geraldton Airport terminal, the water supply, the infill 
sewage projects in Northampton and Geraldton.  Is one of the reasons for the reduction in the budget tied to the 
government's decision to reduce infill sewage budgets by $25 million and what is the current status of the 
industry development unit? 
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Mr LOGAN:  The answer is no in terms of the priority assurance dividends and cutbacks.  I have explained to 
you where they were drawn from.  In terms of the capability of the industry development unit, I think it sets it 
out clearly there what it does and that is it promotes the mid west businesses. 

Mr OMODEI:  That is what it did in 2000-01.  I am asking what it is going to do in 2001-02. 

Mr LOGAN:  I do not have that information but I can take it on notice for you. 

Mr OMODEI:  A fee - by supplementary. 

Mr BRADSHAW:  Under major achievements, 301, it has here, "Pilot program involving the establishment of a 
Mullewa office to focus on grass roots community development was completed."  Is that Mullewa office still 
going and what grass roots community development was either achieved or looking to be achieved? 

Mr LOGAN:  Again I will take that on notice. 

[7.20 pm] 

The CHAIRMAN:  Member for Warren-Blackwood, was that a supplementary question? 

Mr OMODEI:  No, I was just suggesting some advice to my colleague. 

Mr TRENORDEN:  On page 301, Mr Chairman, Parliamentary Secretary, where did the excess of $1 million 
external grants come from?  

Mr LOGAN:  I see where the dot point is. 

The CHAIRMAN:  Sorry.  Leader of the National Party, could you direct me to that? 

Mr OMODEI:  Page 301, Mr Chairman, above the last dot point. 

The CHAIRMAN:  Thank you. 

Mr LOGAN:  Again, member for Avon, I will take that on notice as the CEO is not here. 

Mr BRADSHAW:  I think this is a waste of time personally and I would like to move that we actually adjourn 
this section until the CEO is here.  I thought the parliamentary secretary should have the information at his 
fingertips but seeing as he does not I think it is a waste of time.  We should adjourn this section until the CEO is 
here and reconvene at a later date. 

Mr LOGAN:  All of those questions you have put forward I have already indicated to you and you have agreed 
that it will be taken on a supplementary notice and I will provide it to you. 

Mr OMODEI:  I accept that, but can I suggest that next time if he cannot get a flight, can he get in his car like all 
the rest of us? 

Mr TRENORDEN:  It is only four hours.  I drove it a couple of days ago. 

The CHAIRMAN:  Can I just clarify the last answer?  You were asking for this to be placed on notice.  Is that 
correct? 

Mr TRENORDEN:  No, as a supplementary. 
The CHAIRMAN:  As a supplementary. 
Mr OMODEI:  Why not provide it by supplementary?  It saves the member putting it on notice. 

The CHAIRMAN:  I am not clear on what the undertaking was there. 

Mr LOGAN:  I take it on notice but it is up to the other member on what he wishes. 

The CHAIRMAN:  Exactly what were you going to provide? 

Mr LOGAN:  Where the $1 million for external grants project was arrived at. 

Mr OMODEI:  We might have put all the questions on notice.  Why do we not move onto the next section? 

The CHAIRMAN:  The motion that was before the Committee was that the Committee move on to division 17.  
Is that the wish of the Committee? 

Mr TRENORDEN:  Yes, Mr Chairman. 

The CHAIRMAN:  I will formally put it before the Committee.  The motion is that we move on to division 17.  
The question is that we move on to division 17 and then later return to 16. 

Mr OMODEI:  Mr Chairman, to help the Committee and to help the process, could I suggest you actually put the 
budget so we can pass that and if we need to ask any further questions, we will put them on notice. 

Mr LOGAN:  We have already agreed that we will take those questions on notice and supplementary. 
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The CHAIRMAN:  With division 16? 

Mr LOGAN:  Yes.   

The CHAIRMAN:  It is very obvious that if we put the question and that is dealt with then, that is dealt with for 
good.  We do not come back to it. 

Mr LOGAN:  Yes, we understand. 

Mr OMODEI:  We can put questions on notice through the normal parliamentary process. 

The CHAIRMAN:  Are all members satisfied with that though? 

Mr OMODEI:  Yes. 
 


